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MEDIA RELEASE
Monday July 26 AMMENDED
Federal election: Call for increase to the Regional Arts Fund
Arts OutWest is calling for regional candidates in the federal election to address the ongoing depletion of the Regional Arts Fund.
The Regional Arts Fund is the main source of national funding for sustainable cultural development in regional and remote Australia and the professional skills development of regional artists. 

The Regional Arts Fund has been significantly depleted in recent years. The program was reduced from $16.1 million nationally for the four year period 2005 – 2008 to $11.8 million over the four years 2009 – 2012, a decrease of approximately $2.9 million per year. This is about a third less than the previous four years and has placed enormous pressure on the program. 

In NSW this reduced the overall allocation from $619,680 in 2007/08 to $430,000 for 2009/10, yet there were a record number of 90 applications for the latest grant round.

Recent projects in the Central West supported by the Regional Arts Fund have included regional projects linking arts with tangible health outcomes; developing the work of indigenous artists in Orange and Condobolin; drama classes for young people in Parkes, Condobolin, Blayney, Bathurst, Oberon, Lithgow and other communities; even weekly music tutorials and concert band rehearsals for members of the Tottenham community. 

Bathurst Memorial Entertainment Centre has used the Regional Arts Fund to bring top national circus and physical performers to the region and to make Bathurst the national venue for the biennial Catapult youth circus and physical festival. In August this year they will bring together key performing arts facilitators from Australia and overseas to explore engagement with rural and remote Indigenous communities. 

“The flow-on value of funding regional arts projects can be seen in economic, social, health, education and tourism terms – all things of high value to regional communities,” said Arts OutWest Executive Officer Tracey Callinan.

Arts OutWest considers the Regional Arts Fund vital for regional Australia and calls for regional candidates in the federal election to address the issue of the fund’s depletion. 

“In the scheme of a federal budget the return of the lost $190,000 for NSW is a tiny amount, but would mean scores more grass roots arts and cultural projects in the areas that need them most,” said Ms Callinan.

Arts OutWest is the peak body and service agency for arts and cultural development across the Central West region, supporting 12 councils.  It is one of thirteen Regional Arts Boards in the Regional Arts NSW network. Regional Arts NSW deliver the Regional Arts Fund on behalf of the federal Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts.
The central west area serviced by Arts OutWest is covered by the federal electorates of Calare, Parkes and Hume.
Applications for the 2011 round of the Regional Arts Fund are now open and close on August 13, 2010.
More information on the Regional Arts Fund at:  http://www.regionalartsnsw.com.au/grants/raf.html

 
Recent projects in the Central West supported through the Regional Arts Fund have included:
2010
Bathurst Memorial Entertainment Centre/Bathurst Regional Council - World Workshop Retreat $16,500.00 The inaugural Central West World Workshop Retreat will bring together key performing arts facilitators from Australia and overseas to explore engagement with rural and remote Indigenous communities.
Federal Electorate: Calare

Greater Western Area Health Service - Basket Cases $7,070
An artist exchange, mentoring and design development project with two artists working with eight emerging Aboriginal artists in Orange and Condobolin to develop skills in terrazzo and weaving with the aim of creating site-specific projects for the hospital redevelopment in Orange. This is an early stage project of a cultural development strategy for the Orange Health Service.
Federal Electorate: Calare / Parkes

Tottenham Welfare Council Inc. Community Band $3,000
Weekly music tutorials and concert band rehearsals for members of the remote community of Tottenham during 2010 culminating in a public performance.
Federal Electorate: Parkes

2009
Bathurst Theatre Company - YouthConnect Through Drama
 Yr 1 $26,620 Yr 2 $23,870 Yr 3 $20,700
Establishing a three year youth drama program in Bathurst and outreaching to Central West towns for 5 to 25 age group. Young people will engage in age-appropriate forms of drama, such as role playing and improvisation to deal with personal and social issues. The program also includes mentoring of young emerging artists as workshop assistants and performers. Workshops in Condobolin, Parkes, Blayney, Bathurst and other centres. 
Federal Electorate: Calare 

The Kate Kelly Project - The Kate Kelly Project (Stage II)  $7,940
This stage of the broader project covers community consultation, development of script and creation of musical elements for inclusion in the community music theatre work that is the long term aim of the project. The work centres on Ned Kelly's sister Kate Kelly, who drowned in the Forbes lagoon in 1898, and re-interprets history from the perspectives of marginalised ethnic and social groups of the era.
Federal Electorate: Calare

Bathurst Memorial Entertainment Centre/Bathurst Regional Council - Catapult & Central West Training Hub   $25,282
Development of long term performing arts residencies, mentorships and performance training opportunities in the region developing relationships that will provide access to some of the  best performing arts practitioners in Australia and abroad.
Federal Electorate: Calare

2008
The Beltaine Collective - Needfire $19,910
An interdisciplinary dance project in Bathurst exploring the intersections between highland and contemporary dance, performance and new media art. The developed work will explore Beltaine - a Celtic tradition celebrating the mythical and spiritual effect of fire - and will engage a highly skilled contemporary dance choreographer as creative consultant. Dancers from across the state.
2010 Federal Electorate: Calare




Oberon Arts Council Inc - Pioneer Memory Wall $19,890
Public Art project that engages artists working with community in designing and creating mosaics on shelter walls and seating. The designs will reflect aspects of the lives of local people including the indigenous community and their history and surrounding ecosystems and landforms.
2010 Federal Electorate: Calare

Bathurst Theatre Company - YOUtheatre (Lithgow, Oberon and Bathurst Region) $13,380
Extension of current Bathurst drama program to young people in villages of the Lithgow and Oberon regions with limited access to experienced tutors. Workshops will be held during school holidays and 
culminate in small performances in each community.
2010 Federal Electorate: Calare
Bathurst Health Council - Bathurst Art and Health Program: $18,800
Community groups will work with local artists to develop artwork and creative initiatives for the new Bathurst Health Service and its arts and health program. The project will be a partnership between the Health Council and arts organisations in the area and will include creation of public artworks, school education exhibits, community workshops and a performance program.
2010 Federal Electorate: Calare
Mitchell Conservatorium - Hip Hop Program $1,640
Regionally based hip hop artists will conduct workshops and mentor young people across the Bathurst, Lithgow and Forbes divisions of the Mitchell Conservatorium. The Hip Hop program will encourage youth at risk and Indigenous youth to access music relevant to their culture and experiences with the aim of forming an Indigenous Music Program. Performances will be held at the Living Sound Festival.
2010 Federal Electorate: Calare
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